[image: ]Vickerstown Primary School & Brambles Nursery
Mill Lane
Walney
Barrow-in-Furness
Cumbria
LA14 3XY
Tel: (01229) 471350

Email: a.devereux@vickerstownschool.org.uk
Headteacher: Mr D Holmes

Dear Parent/Guardians
Free School Meals
We want to make sure that we are providing your child with the best education and support we can. Healthy school food has obvious health benefits and can help pupils establish healthy habits for life. Healthy school food can also help to improve pupils’ readiness to learn. 

Registering for free meals, even when your child is in nursery, reception, Year 1 & Year 2, could raise an extra £1,320 for your child’s primary school, to fund valuable support like extra tuition, additional teaching staff or school activities. Children who are registered as being entitled to free school meals are also entitled to receive a discount on school trips. Your child will also be eligible to receive free school milk, provided by Cool Milk. 

Free school meals and clothing vouchers are available for your child(ren) if you receive one of the following qualifying benefits:
· Income Support (IS)
· Income Based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA)
· An income related Employment and Support Allowance
· Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
· Child Tax Credit, provided you are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual income (as assessed by Her Majesty's Revenue and Customs) that as of April 2012 does not exceed £ 16,190. Note: From 1st May 2009 where you are entitled to Working Tax Credit during the four week period immediately after your employment ceases, or after you start to work less than 16 hours per week, your children are entitled to Free School Meals, this may be extended
· The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit
· Universal Credit
If you receive working tax credits you may not be eligible for free school meals or clothing grants.
Children who receive Income Support or Income Based Jobseekers Allowance in their own right are also entitled to receive free school meals.
Free schools meals are available to statutory school aged children attending full time education (full days only 9am to 3pm), excluding private nurseries and further education colleges.

If you feel that your child should be entitled to free school meals, please ensure that you have registered for free school meals with Cumbria County Council. 

Please Note:  All children who currently receive free school meals and clothing grants do not need to apply each year.

Where possible all parents and guardians should apply online https://emsonline.cumbria.gov.uk/CitizenPortal_LIVE - you will receive an immediate response advising you whether you are eligible or not  
If you are unable to apply online, please contact the free school meals team - telephone: 01228 606060

If you have any questions, please contact the school office.

Thank you for your continued support.

Kind regards,

Mr David Holmes
Headteacher
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